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CANYON ROAD AT LEDGES STATE PARK NOW OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC 
 

BOONE — A popular scenic byway through one of Iowa’s more picturesque state 
parks--closed most of the summer due to flooding--is now open, state park officials say.  

 
Canyon Road, a winding drive through Ledges State Park, is now open for the 

first time since mid-May when flood waters closed it down, Ledges park manager Andy 
Bartlett announced. The road leads visitors to some of the more scenic areas of the 
popular park, including areas containing the popular arch stone bridge, hiking trails and 
various scenic canyons and bluffs. The road is now open just in time for Iowa’s 
spectacular fall foliage viewing season, Bartlett said. 

 
The park manager noted, however, that the road will be again be closed for 

approximately a week in October so workers can install riprap along the shoreline of 
Pease Creek to stabilize the stream bank.  

 
For more information, contact Bartlett at 515-432-1852. 

 
### 

 

PLANT SOME SHADE TREE DISTRIBUTION PROGRAMS PLANNED FOR 
FALL 

 



DES MOINES - Residential customers of MidAmerican Energy who live in Iowa 
can reduce future energy use and at the same time landscape their homes and green up 
their communities this fall through Plant some shade®., an expanded residential tree-
planting program. 

Plant some shade is a partnership initiative to aid long-term energy and natural 
resources conservation. The program is being funded by MidAmerican and administered 
by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources – Bureau of Forestry with six local 
partners, including the Carroll County Conservation Board, Johnson County Extension, 
Polk County Conservation, Scott County Conservation Board, Sioux Rivers RC&D 
(Sergeant Bluff) and the city of Waterloo Leisure Services. 

Plant some shade enables MidAmerican’s residential customers to purchase up to 
two, three- to eight-foot landscaping trees for just $25 each. Each project has a variety of 
trees available and typically includes two to three shade trees, an ornamental and a 
conifer. 

“Encouraging residents to plant trees in their yard is an effective way to reduce 
energy costs and promote a healthy and aesthetically pleasing environment,” said Rick 
Leuthauser, MidAmerican’s manager, energy efficiency. “We’re pleased to be funding 
Plant some shade and we hope many customers participate.” 

Fall projects will take place in Carroll, Davenport, Des Moines, Iowa City, Sioux 
City and Waterloo. Advanced orders for Plant some shade are required. Order forms can 
be obtained by visiting www.midamericanenergy.com/plantsomeshade. Orders will be 
accepted until all trees have been sold. 

“This is a wonderful opportunity for homeowners to get a quality tree at an 
affordable price,” said Matt Brewer, forestry volunteer coordinator for the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources – Bureau of Forestry. “Fall is an ideal time to plant and 
establish new trees, too. The season’s warm days and cool nights are prime for root 
growth.” 

For more information, contact Brewer at 515-242-6892. 
 

### 

ELEVENTH HOUR DUCK MIGRATION BRINGS OPENING DAY SUCCESS 
By Lowell Washburn   

 
For thousands of Iowa waterfowl hunting enthusiasts, the long wait is over.  

Opening weekend of the first segment of this year’s 60-day, split duck season has come 
and gone. 

The weeks and days leading up to last Saturday’s big opener were filled with 
anticipation and anxiety.  In other words, it was a real nail biter.  Duck hunters realize 
that a large part of Opening Day success is dependant on an abundance of blue-winged 
teal.  Blue-wings are the very first duck to head south each fall and flights generally peak 
during the first week of September.  This year was no exception as large numbers of teal 
began to invade the state during the final days of August.  Although large numbers 
stopped at local wetlands for food and rest, the majority of these tiny speedsters kept 
moving.  By Sept. 10, near record buildups of blue-winged teal were being reported along 
the coastal wetlands of southern Louisiana. 



But for hunters keeping an eye on local marshes, things were still looking pretty 
good for Iowa as new flocks continued to arrive from the north.  Hunting prospects took a 
dramatic turn for the worse, however, as north winds and a significant cold front moved 
through Iowa last Monday.  Taking full advantage of favorable winds and a full moon, 
tens of thousands departed for southern wintering grounds.  By Wednesday, wetlands that 
had been crammed with teal a day or two before were now vacant.  My favorite little 
pothole was no exception --- dropping from a count of more than 250 blue-wings and 
mallards on Monday to a mere three ducks by Wednesday.  Like I said, the days leading 
up to this year’s duck season were real nail biters and at that point things were looking 
bleak. 

Then, just as it appeared as if this year’s duck opener was set to be a real yawner, 
conditions changed again as thousands of new teal --- this time a good mix of both blue 
and green-winged teal --- began arriving in Iowa Friday morning.  The eleventh hour, 
surprise migration quickly put hunters back to the literal edge of their seats. 

For me, opening week-end began with a Friday night campfire cookout and all 
night story telling session.  My brother Sterling, and nephew Justin joined the festivities. 

In Iowa, hunters aren’t allowed to take blinds or decoys onto public areas until 
midnight each day.  At the stroke of twelve, we decided to move the party from the 
uplands to the water.  Clear skies and the full moon provided ample light.  After settling 
in next to the marsh, we spent the next six and a half hours listening to the night sounds 
of horned owls, muskrats, and dozens of serenading coyotes.  Meanwhile, incredible 
numbers of nearby teal, wood ducks, and mallards discussed whatever it is that wild 
ducks talk about in the middle of the night. 

At long last, the eastern horizon began to blush.  When the 6:28 legal shooting 
time finally arrived, the morning proved to be everything a hunter could hope for.  
Hundreds of blue and green-winged teal, mallards, wood ducks, even a handful of 
pintails, began arriving from all directions.  Some flocks merely buzzed the decoys, while 
other groups performed noisy splash downs.  We concentrated on the fat blue-wings, and 
the shooting was fast and furious. 

It sounded as if parties at other nearby potholes were faring equally well.  The 
popcorn popper effect of firing shotguns continued for most of an hour.  Before long, the 
three of us had collected a hefty mixed bag of 17 teal, mallards, and wood ducks.  The 
daily bag limit is six.  My brother, Sterling had one duck to go. 

While occupying ourselves watching a distant flock, a single teal suddenly 
materialized over the decoys.  Sterling quickly took the shot, and the blue-wing folded. 

As Justin and I cheered the achievement, Ruby my Labrador retriever, went for 
the duck.  She was about half way back to the blind when I caught the tell tale glint of 
shiny metal.  As icing on the cake, the last bird of this year’s spectacular Duck Opener 
turned out to be a banded drake blue-wing. 

As we savored the moment, a flock of around 20 or so teal appeared over the 
rushes.  As the birds circled, their distinctive blue shoulder patches flashed in the 
morning sunlight.  On the third pass, the entire flock piled in among the decoys.  They 
spotted us a few moments later and quickly departed to the south.  The teal provided a 
spectacular conclusion to an exciting morning that the three of us will cherish for years to 
come. 

 



### 
 
Editor’s Note: Lowell Washburn photos for this column are available upon request by 
emailing alan.foster@dnr.iowa.gov.  
 
 
MEMBERS SOUGHT FOR BRUSHY CREEK TRAIL ADVISORY BOARD 
 

FORT DODGE – Hikers, bikers and horseback riders interested in protecting, 
preserving and enhancing the trail system at Brushy Creek Recreation Area are being 
encouraged to serve on the Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ Brushy Creek Trail 
Advisory Board.  

The 10-member Trail Advisory Board is responsible for advising the DNR on 
issues and recommendations regarding the development and maintenance of 45 miles of 
trail at Brushy Creek, a popular equestrian and multi use recreation area located near 
Lehigh in Webster County.  The board meets twice per year, in the spring and fall. 

The DNR is looking for qualified applicants who actively participate in 
recreational trail activities, from hiking, bicycling and horseback riding to snowmobiling 
and cross country skiing.  There are currently seven board positions open, each serving a 
three-year term. 

For more information about the board or becoming a member of the board, go to 
www.iowadnr.gov/bcreek/index.html.  The form for serving on the board can be found in 
the middle of the page.   

Deadline for applications for the upcoming three-year term will be 4:30 p.m., 
Friday Oct. 3. 

 
### 

 
STATE PRESERVES BOARD TO MEET OCT. 3 AT PINE LAKE STATE PARK 
 

ELDORA – The State Preserves Advisory Board will meet at 8:30 a.m., Oct. 3, at 
the Pine Lake State Park lodge near Eldora.  The meeting is open to the public.  

Preserve board members will first tour several preserves in Hardin County 
Thursday, Oct. 2, leaving from the state park lodge at 1:15 p.m. The tour is also open to 
the public.  

Members of the State Preserves Advisory Board are Deborah Lewis, Carl Kurtz, 
Gail Brown, Armando Rosales, Cynthia Peterson, Steven Dinsmore and Richard 
Leopold, Director of the DNR. 

A more detailed agenda is available on the Iowa DNR’s website 
www.iowadnr.gov under State Parks / Preserves, then click on Preserves Advisory Board 
link.   

The following is the meeting agenda. 
• Introduction of New Board Member 
• Approve Agenda 
• Approve Minutes of July Meeting 
• Preserve Updates 



• Perkins Prairie 
• Proposed Bike Trail At Starr’s Cave 
• Proposed Glenwood State Preserve 
• Open Discussion 
• January Meeting and 2009 Schedule 

 
For more information, contact Daryl Howell at 515-281-8524. 
 

### 
 


